
[Articles from Vanguard, November 1983]

Lebanon: 

Battleground for Superpower Rivalry

Lebanon:   Civil War between two PLO factions   rage in North Lebanon. 300 US and French troops bombed in by a desperate suicide   squad.    14 Israeli troops killed in guerilla attack in Tyre. Syrians and Russians conduct joint military exercises in the Belaka valley of East Lebanon.   US moves 12 ships to the Lebanese coast, including    the aircraft carrier  ‘Eisenhower’ and battleship   ‘New Jersey’. Lebanese government rule under its President, Gemayel, extends   not   beyond capital town of Beirut; Even parts of Beirut under the control of Moslem  militia.  South Lebanon in the hands of Israel troops and North and east Lebanon in the hands of Syrian troops. A 5,400 strong   ‘peace keeping’   force   from France, Britain and Italy, lodged around the key airport at Beirut. Latest reports say that US jets are flying over Lebanon! Russia moves   powerful   naval forces off the Lebanese coast!!
What exactly is happening in this Arab country   situated on the eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea; Why has Lebanon virtually ceased to exist and been turned into a battleground for foreign armies and local   militias?
Lebanon, with   an   area   of 4000 sq. miles and a population of roughly 40 lakhs; comprise 40%Christians and 60% Moslems. The Moslems themselves are divided into   Sunnis, who comprise   the   majority,   Shias (10  lakhs) and   Druzes lakhs). Lebanon stretches   along the Mediterranean Sea surrounded   by   Syria   in   the North and   on the East while the south lays the state of Palestine (now Israel). Lebanon’s history is closely linked with that of Syria, but after World War I it came under French suzerainty. Breaking free from the French, Lebanon was the only country to accept the Eisenhower doctrine in 1957, which closely aligned the then Shamun government to the US. In 1958 armed rebellions broke out in Lebanon, which were crushed by the intervention of the US armed forces-Lebanon’s armed forces then had strength of 10,000.  By Oct. 1958   the rebellion had been suppressed, US armed forces   were   withdrawn and in a mock election, General Fiad Shehab   (army chief of staff) was named as the President.

FACTIONS IN LEBANON

The various divisions within are along community lines. First there are Christian-Minorities   whose main party is the fascist; Phalangist party (drawing inspiration from Franco and Mussolini) set up by Pierre Gemayel, whose son is the present President.  There are also other Christian militia forces within the country, many of which have been   ruthlessly crushed by the Phalangist militia. In June 1978 Gemayel’s forces brutally butchered   the family of ex-President Suleiman Frenjich.. In July 1980 Gemayel’s troops virtually wiped out the Christian militia of another ex President Gamille Chamoun’s National Liberation Party, killing 150 of its leading followers, for refusing to accept the Phalangist line. These militia continue to exist together with one led by former Prime Minister Rashid Karami.
Then there are   the various Moslem militias.  The   most dreaded being the Druze sect, which is organized into the people’s National Movement under the leadership of hereditary chief, Walid Jumblatt. Then there is the main Shiite organization, Amal, which is based in the city of Baalbek, which lies in the eastern Bekas valley in an area under Syrian occupation.

Both the Christian and Moslem militia is heavily armed with sophisticated rifles, weaponry. The Phalangist militia is closely aligned to Israel from whom it has received $250 million in military aid. The Druze militia are backed by the Syrians and the Shiite militia is completely backed by Khomeini who has sent a group of 805 ‘revolutionary guards’ to Lebanon to fight the invading Israelis and to establish an ‘Islamic republic’ in eastern Lebanon. The Shi’ite militia are protected by the Syrians-The Christian and Moslem militia, backed by their respective powers are at continuous war with each other.

The Palestinian Question
Ever since the formation of Israel in May 1948, the Palesti​nians have been driven out of their own Homelands, for centuries this land, except for a small area around Jerusalem (which has been the home of the Jews), has been the home of the Palestinians. Till as late as 1922, Jews formed only 13% of the population of the then Palestine. There after the big Jewish immigration started, which by 1929 increased the Jewish population to 19%. Again during World War II there was the massive influx of Jews but even so in 1946 Jews constituted just 30% of the population. The struggle of Palestinians for a return of their state is just a struggle organized into the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO), which is a broad organization incorporating various Palestinian factions, they have been fighting a continuous battle against the Israelis and their US imperialist backers for a return of their homeland.   The Palestinian’s of   Israel (now turned refugees), and their armed wing, the PLO, have been hounded from one Arab country to another.

Earlier, based in Jordan, which itself has a large Palestinian population, they were hounded out in 1970 by King Hussein’s armed forces in that fateful month that has come to be known as ‘Black September’. King Hussein, afraid of the growing strength of the Palestinian guerillas, and under instructions from the .USA, systematically decimated thousands of Palestinian fighters and hounded the refugees out of the country, who were forced to seek refuge in Lebanon. It is since then that the PLQ headquarters have been shifted to Lebanon, which had large refugee camps in Beirut and around Tripoli in the North.
But when the Christian dominated Lebanese government sought to restrict the PLO, the Palestinians threw their weight behind the Shi’ite and Druze militias. By 1975 the combined tensions erupted into fledged civil war in which 15,000 people lost their lives. Since then the Lebanese political scene has been marked by constantly shifting alliances.
Foreign Force and Aggression
Since, Syria has shifted alliances to become the front paw of Soviet imperialist foreign policy in the strategic and oil rich Middle East. In 1980, the Syria/Moscow treaty of friend​ship’ was signed. In 1981 the Soviet imperialists installed S-A-5 missile bases in Syria to be manned and opera​ted totally by the Soviets. Today Syria has 6000 Soviet military advisers in the country.
Fearful of the growing Soviet, influence on the one hand, and the growing strength of the PLO forces in Lebanon on the other, Israel (backed by US imperialism) launched, in June 1982, its most ruthless, bar​baric Blitz Krieg on the PLO camps in Beirut in an attempt to massacre the entire Palestinian resistance once and for all. They bombed West Beirut (where the PLC camps were located) by land sea and air. In this attack over 10,000 civi​lians were killed and three lakh rendered homeless. PLO forces were encircled by not only 60,000 Israeli troops but also by the Lebanese Phalangist militia. Syrian forces, which also entered the fray, were also badly routed by the Israelis equipped with sophisticated military wares from the USA. When the PLO forces were encircled and about to be completely annihilated the US ^imperialists supposedly inter​vened with a ‘peace formula’ which would prevent further decimation of Palestinians as long as they all left Beirut. Promptly, 5,400 US, French, British and Italian ‘peace​keeping’ forces moved into Beirut to overseer the evacua​tion of the PLO which were dispersed to Syria, Jordan, Sudan, Tunisia. North and South Yemen Israel continued to occupy the entire South Lebanon and mock elections was conducted and the Israeli stooge, Bashir Gemayel, leader of the fascist Phalangist Party was made president of Lebanon. The international ‘peacekeeping’ forced continued to stay in Lebanon with their head​quarters around the strategic Beirut airport, propping up the newly installed Lebanese president. The PLO and its then leader, Yasser Arafat moved his official headquarters to Tunisia and shifted his base of operation to Tripoli in Northern Lebanon. Syria’s decimated forces were soon re-equipped by the Soviets and soon became increasingly aggressive in Lebanon. First they consolidated their petition in the Eastern Bekaa Valley and in Northern Lebanon. Then they provided strong backing to the active Moslem militias. And finally in Jun 1983 they strongly backed a revolting resulting from a betrayal of the Palestinian cause by the Arafat leadership (who had lately turned away from the Soviet), which has ended in a massive armed conflict between the rival PLO factions.
Today, in Lebanon’ some 35,000 Israeli troops, with 700 tanks, face around 50,000 Syrians with over 1000 tanks. The entire South Lebanon is in the hands of the Israelis while the nor​thern and eastern area is virtually in the control of the Syrians. The president of Lebanon, Gemayel’s influence does not extend beyond the capital city Beirut. Even in Beirut itself many parts are in the hands of the Moslem militia against which the Phalangist forces are continuously fighting for control. Lately the Syrians conducted a big military exer​cise with the Russians taking part — testing the military communications systems bet​ween Syria and the Soviet imperialists. On the other hand, the US imperialists have been sending from its aircraft carrier, ‘Eisenhower, recognizance flight over Beirut and the eastern highlands.
Present Wars in Lebanon
Lately two major incidents have brought Lebanon pro​minently on to the international political map. First, was the bombing of the US and French ‘peacekeeping’ forces which killed 2s5 armed per​sonnel. Secondly, is the war raging round Tripoli between the two factions of the P. L. O
At 5.00A.M. On Oct. 23rd. two trucks full of dynamite and driven by suicide squads rammed into the headquarters of the US and French ‘peace keeping’ force killing 229 US marines and 56 French para​troopers. Though it is not certain who was responsible for the attack it is quite clear that one of the Moslem mili​tia factions would be respon​sible.
The Artillery duels between Maronite and Druze militia have increased ever since the Israeli attack. Even Israeli positions have been affected by guerilla actions of the various Moslem militias; so much so that the Israelis have suff​ered losses of over 500 troops and been forced to-retreat from the strategic Chouf Hills that overlook the Beirut airport. These militia had earlier sniped at U.S.Target killing five marines and had, in 1982 and early £983, bombed the Iraqi and American Embas​sies killing 60 and 54 people respectively. The Druze and Shite militiamen in the hills and shantytowns near Beirut airport continuously attack the US marines stationed there. So powerful is the Moslem militia that the US imperialists have openly admired that the with​drawal of the ‘Peace-keeping’ force can lead to the downfall of what is left of the Gemayel government. Today the Moslem militia is in virtual control of West Beirut and has been locked in battle with the Maronite militia since August ‘22, on the strategic Chouf Hills. The threat of Civil war within remains of Lebanon now con​centrates on these Chouf Hills. The Durze artillery in the Chouf have again threatened to close Beirut’s airport, with the battle spreading to the northern and eastern Christian suburbs of Beirut. The main Moslem organization in West Beirut, the Mourabt town, which was dis​armed by the Lebanese army in Oct’ 1982 has now reconstitu​ted its own militia and armed itself to the teeth. Also the Maronite’s Phalange has incre​ased their militia and the Shia Moslems of West Beirut have rearmed their large Atml mili​tia. The bombing of the US and French Forces is nothing but a part of the continuing battle between the Moslem and Christian militias, where the Moslem forces see Western forces as nothing but an extension of the Phalange. Which in fact they are, as openly admitted by the US admini​stration which says that “Their primary aim in Lebanon has been to strengthen President Gamete’s rule, both militarily and politically, so that he has a chance of controlling Beirut and a few miles beyond.’
After the revolt within the PL O in June ‘83, Arafat has dug in his forces at the North Lebanese town of Tripoli, while the rebels led by Abu Mussa consolidated their strength in the East Lebanon, Bekaa valley area which is under Syrian control. In the last five months Arafat in a vain attempt to win back the rebels has in fact lost more ground to them. Desperate and weakened in his own ranks this ‘Prince of Palestinian Revolution’ (he travels in a motorcade of 10 cars) pleaded with heads of other countries to bring about PLO unity. Finally on Nov. 3rd 1983 the rebels backed by Syrian artillery launched an all out attack on the last strong hold of Arafat, near the city of Tripoli. Despe​rate for survival Arafat sent urgent appeals to the Arab Heads of State and Indira Gandhi as the current head of the non-aligned movement to intervene and bring about a peace. In an all-out war the helpless Arafat lost position after position to the rebels, though he was fed with large quantity of arms from ‘friendly’ Arab countries. Finally, before a total surrender by Arafat’s forces on Nov. 9th an agree​ment was reached for a cease​fire between the warring Pales​tinian groups in Northern Lebanon.
Lebanese People: Cannon Fodder For Superpower War Machines
Lebanon is a strategic Arab pore in the oil rich middle-east which has today become the focus for superpower rivalry, with Israel acting as the front paw of US imperialism and Syria (together with Libya) as a tool of Soviet Social imperialism. Within Lebanon, U. S. Imperialism is backing and has armed the various Christian militias and the present President of Lebanon and has, of late, assisted the pro-Arafat force within the PLO, through the various Arab States On the other hand Soviet Social imperialism through Syria (and Libya) have backed and armed the various Moslem militia and the rebels within the PLO. Today both Christian and Moslem people of Lebanon together with the Palestinians are being used as cannon fodder by the two superpowers locked in fierce combat for control of Lebanon, a key country in the Middle East. 

U. S. foreign policy statements, while defending the placement of marines in Lebanon have openly declared “the President (of the USA) sent the marines to Lebanon to assist in the withdrawal of the Palestinian guerillas from West Beirut. To withdraw U. S. troops would signal a full-scale retreat by the US not only from Lebanon but also from the Middle East. Gemayel’s Govt. would certainly fall, Lebanon might very well disintegrate and the way would be paved for Syrian and eventually Soviet domination in the region”. Further Reagan adds, “Stability in Lebanon is central to American credibility on a global scale. If Lebanon were 10 ends up under the tyranny of forces hostile to the west “the Western allies would be threatened with the loss of the Arab oil supplies”.

So for it has been a war by proxy, with the US relying on Israel and certain forces within Lebanon to fight their battles, while Soviets have relied on the Libyans, Syrians, certain other forces within Lebanon and the rebel PLO to fight their battles. Thousands of Lebanese, Palestinians and Syrians may die in these battles, but the superpowers will not stop equipping them with the most sophisticated weaponry to kill each other in order to further their respective spheres of influence. Today it may be a war by proxy, but tomorrow the US and Soviet warmongers will surely come out into the open.

If the Palestinian people are to be successful in their struggle for an independent state of their own, or the Lebanese people are to free their war-torn country and live as an independent united nation, they must first throw off the yoke of both superpowers, and launch an armed struggle against the local reactionaries and their imperialist (including social imperialist) masters 

CRPF DEPLOYED IN TELENGANA

Three battalions of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) are now deployed in Telangana to crush the growing peasant movement. The State Direc​tor General of Police, Gopalakrishna Erady at Visakhapatnam on 4th November, announced this. He said that the State Special police force is found insufficient to deal with the growing impact and activities of the ‘extre​mists’ and hence the deploy​ment of the para-military force is necessitated. As per the government press note, the CRPF battalions will mainly operate in the districts of Karimnagar, Warangal, Khammam and Nizamabad. The declared purpose of this hurried induction of troops is to “wipe out the Naxalite movement here root and branch”.
In the early seventies the CRPF was deployed in Andhra Pradesh to crush the M-L move​ment. Now this para-military force is once again deployed with the avowed object of cru​shing the anti-feudal peasant struggles raging in the Telangana districts for the last five years. This is clearly a new and higher stage of repression let loose by the reaction​ary government, neither is this a mere additional dose of armed forces nor is it a simple tighte​ning up of certain measures, but an intentional campaign of suppression assigned to the military forces. Alarmed by these developments the state and central governments have come to the conclusion that the anti-feudal peasant movement especially the land occupation struggle in the Telangana dis​tricts and the struggles of the tribal peasants in the adjoining forest areas - are getting out of hand.
In the past four months the state government has intensified ruthless repression in a vain bid to stamp out the raging flames of struggles (See Nov. ‘83 Vanguard - Repression in Telangana). Ever since Septem​ber 1978, (certain taluks in Karimnagar district were decla​red as ‘disturbed areas’ in October ‘78) successive state governments have launched wave after wave of bru​tal repression against the struggling masses, but the latest wave of repression unleashed by the Telegu Desham govern​ment is far more ruthless, and all encompassing. Its scope has been extended, to include, be​sides the oppressed peasantry, rural poor and political activists in mass organizations, also the civil liberties activists and is clearly aimed at stifling even legally permitted mass activity. It has taken to using new methods to harass and terrorize the rural poor and beat them into submission. Also methods have been devised to circum​vent and defy even court orders in order to silence all mass activity, including public meetings and demonstrations. Besides the routine beating, looting, imprisonment, illegal detention, torture, foisting of cases and setting up of nume​rous police camps in villages, armed police gangs have fur​ther resorted to destroying crops and demolishing houses.
The anti-naxalite squads and plainclothesmen, heavily deployed in villages, began to way-lay and murder organizers and activists and also actively encouraged and abetted the landlords and their goon-das to brutally murder the leaders and activists of the peasant movement. They began to roam about in villages in various disguises approaching peasant households pretending as sympathizers of the movement, trying to deceive them into divulging information. Not content with all these methods, the police resorted to supplying weapons to landlords and their goondas and organized them in the name of “rytu sangam” They put in a concerted effort to consolidate the reactionary camps solidly, village by village, so that their muscle can be directed to paralyze the local militant youth. They used these reactionary centres to specifically apply all sorts of pressures on the parents of these youth and also to make full use of this camp to settle scores at the local level. In other words they are consciously provoking a civil war in each and every village.

In spite of such fascist repression there is no let up in the tide of mass struggles in the countryside. Land occupation in Adilabad district is going on in an unabated spree and already about eight thousand acres of land held by the forest department was brought under the plough by the Gond and Lambada peasants who have reaped more than one crop on these lands. The revenue and forest officials as well as the police dare not evict them and have remained content with serving notices asking tribal peasants   to prove their title over the occupied lands. The peasants refuse to receive these notices and resist any ill-advised move of the officials through quick   mobilization in large numbers at the beat of the “Tudum” (the Drum; a traditional custom of rais​ing an alarm or call for assem​bly by beating it). Contrary to the   expectations of the reactionary government and police, the Indravelli massacre did not terrorize the tribal peasants. They built a monu​ment to the fallen heroes and have steadfastly advanced the movement. In Karimnagar, in spite of more than half a dozen encounter killings in the last two years and large scale ransack king, beating and arrests, struggles of the oppressed pea​santry for occupation of lands including the ceiling and patta lands, and for enhancement of agricultural wages     were on the increase. The mammoth gathering at the second state conference of the Rytu Coolie Sangham (RCS) held at Karimnagar in the last week of May proved that the fascist repression of the police land​lord   combine has hopelessly failed to unnerve the peasant movement.  Not only that, the flames of peasant struggles has set the plains of Nizamabad ablaze. Similarly, the ongoing struggles in Warangal district have been further stepped up.  So also, even  the Rayalaseema and Circar districts have begun witnessing land occupation struggles. Simulta​neously, tribal peasants in vast stretches of thick forests have launched vigorous struggles against the exploitation of Tendu leaf contractors and forest officials. While the enemy is straining to contain the movement, the flames of agrarian revolution have spread to the neighboring states of Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. Moreover, the oppressed masses in the countryside in all Telangana districts - especially Warangal arid Karimnagar have intensified their struggle against arrack contractors de​manding a reduction of the arrack retail price. This massive struggle made a deep dent in the super profits of the arrack contractors as well as the reve​nues of the state exchequer.
So it is clear that the repression of the peasant movement could not check the steady growth and spread of the peasant movement. What is more, the dastardly acts of the armed police and the licensed goondas could neither provoke nor draw the activists into reck​less self - consuming attacks nor could they demoralize and paralyze the rural poor into inactivity. This has further enraged the state government, which has resorted to inducting more, and more battalions of special armed police and has given them a free hand to deal with the peasantry as ruthlessly as they pleased. At the bid of the saffron-clad “raja yogi”, NTR, the police made deter​mined efforts, of course in vain, to thwart public meetings even at district and village level. One of their attempts at Mahaboobabad in Warangal met with massive mass resistance. So also when the police encouraged, abetted and let loose ABVP goondas against Radicals they were strongly beaten back and made to eat humble pie, and their police protectors remained helpless. In GummadivaUi village of Warangal district the peasant masses successfully resisted the raiding police squad.

On the floor of the state assembly NTR has assured the exploiting classes that the ML parties and their front organizations will be banned since they are confronting the state armed forces and posing a threat to the state itself. He approached the central government for special funds to the tune of Rs. 22 crore to curb the “naxalite menace” in both the forest and plain areas. Besides the top-brass, of the state police hierarchy of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh were hurriedly brought together and asked to make coordinated and concerted efforts to counter and crush the movement. It appears that Orissa is also being added to the list. Day in and day out, for the last two and a half months, the bourgeois press played up distorted versions of several old incidents and conjured up many “news stories” planted to show that the state armed police forces are continuously faced with attacks from Radicals and the “ML’s”. The police officers are making a conscious attempt by planting these spurious new stories to condition the minds of people to accept the police repression. On the other hand the police increased their raids on villages, disturbed public meetings and directed their attacks against all kinds of mass activities even threatening those who assist the victims. Some police officials have urged the state to amend the criminal procedure code to the effect that political activists should not be allowed bails.    Even when the High Court accords permission to hold public meeting, disre​garding it, the local police clamp prohibitory orders, raid   the gathering and disrupt  the meeting or procession.     The deployment of the police forces gave new impetus to the land​lords to murder the Radicals. To cite a couple of recent in​stances, a Radical youth activist, Com. Venkanna was done to death by landlords in Rampur village of Warangal district on 21st October with the active support of the police.    On 5th October, when a public meeting was sought to be organized at Battupalli of Warangal district, to honor the memory of Mar​tyr Com. Jannu Chinnalu, des​pite  High Court   permission, police clamped   Section 144 in more than five surrounding villages, arrested about 350 peo​ple coming to the venue of the meeting, demolished the dais and resorted to a brutal lathi-charge, injuring hundreds   of peasants.   The arrested were packed off to Rajamundry cen​tral   jail, since the Warangal central jail was as usual full to the brim. More than 300-armed police were pressed into this operation.  One activist arrested on this occasion was beaten severely for three days   in the lock-up until he fainted and was then thrown in the open ground of a   nearby Junior College. Now section 144 continues over whole of the Warangal city and its rural adjuncts.
Another Radical Youth League activist, Com. Ravinder was murdered in Battupalli of Warangal district on 30th October by landlords, goondas again with the active conni​vance of the police. In the second week of October, when a massive demonstration con​fronted an arrack shop in Ramannapeta (Warangal) demanding its closure as a part of the struggle to reduce retail price, the armed police and the contractor’s goondas together chased the people, ruthlessly beating them and throwing spears and stones at them. In the melee that ensued, a police head constable sustained a knife injury. The state government immediately pro​moted him to Asst. Sub-inspector and awarded him a cash grant of Rs. 5,000 and privately induced the arrack contractors to pay him a lump sum of 10,000 rupees.
On 4th November, the police disrupted yet another meeting to which permission was gran​ted by the court, at Ramadugu village in Nizamabad district, again a commemoration meeting in honor of a martyr. The police lathi-charged and arres​ted more than 100 persons. So also on 3rd November the police opened fire on peacefully de​monstrating people at Godavari Khani, a mining town in Karimnagar district, who were deman​ding the reduction of arrack prices. The police repression has reached the extent of harassing even the civil liberties ac​tivists. Recently, the police arrested a civil rights activist, who is also a sarpanch, Mr Mallareddy of Huzurabad taluk Karimnagar district and tortu​red him in the lock up for three days compelling him to resign his job and give up supporting civil liberties activities.
In Warangal town, the police seized from an activist a bundle of pamphlets, bashed him, burnt the pamphlets and ransa​cked the printing press, which printed them. The police in Warangal are keeping a cons​tant watch on the gates of the magistrate’s court and are taking into custody all those who turn up to give sureties for bails and also arrest those who are on bail. While one activist was released on bail on 7 October, the police rearrested him on 21st October. Not only that, his parents were also thrown out of the village.
Thus while desperately incre​asing the repressive measures on the one hand, the state government has set up two “special courts” in Warangal, exclusively to deal with these cases. That means the govern​ment wants to shed even the normal legal procedures and wants to usurp all judicial powers for the executive.
On the heels of this mounting repression, the state govern​ment announced the induction of three battalions of CRPF to deal with the situation. At the outset the government sought to make it appear as though the calling of the CRPF is due to the increasing intensity of popular struggles against arrack contrac​tors. But soon it has to come out with its real intentions, stating clearly that the CRPF is being deployed to smash the peasant movement. The govern​ment seeks to assure the land​lords that it will go all out to crush the peasant movement. More so, it intends desperately to increase military operations in time so that the growing girijan peasant movement in the forests and the well entrenched peasant movement in the plains do not establish strong links lest it should be impossible to deal with tomorrow. At the same time, it leaps to action to boost up the sagging morale of the state police forces in the face of growing mass resistance. For instance, the organized peasant masses of Dabba village of Karimnagar successfully beat back the raiding police squad. The government hopes to see doom of the movement with the CRPF swinging into action, happily recalling the experience of early 70’s but it is poor consolation, for this are not 70’s. Haying grown with experience the peasant move​ move​ment is now more solidly em​bedded with a wider mass base steadily advancing, countering the enemy’s tactics step by step. The longing for agrarian revolution and the consci​ousness for a New Democratic Revolution are now more deeply entrenched in the oppressed masses than ever before and their heightened revolutionary spirit, dedication and steadfastness in struggle are there to take care of all eventualities. The peasants learning through experience and their deeper realization of the laws of protracted struggle with all the ups and downs of defeats and victories are sure to stand them in good stead. It is only the state gove​rnment which looses in the end since the comprador bourgeoisie big landlord government led by Indira Gandhi at the centre is sure to utilize this to expose the hollowness of the anti-centre stance of NTR, government to begin with as well use the same stick to beat him with and send him packing on the ground that is unable to tackle law and order situation in the state. Whatever they might be planning against each other, both the centre and the state government are one with each other in drowning the peasant movement in pools of blood and suppressing it, but their dreams are nothing [but] a Utopia. Their desperate actions are doomed to fail The peasant movement is all set to face and defeat the threat of the para-military forces and forge ahead successfully. 
It is sure to prove once again that the PEOPLE ARE INVINCIBLE.

The people and the democrats all over the country will certainly condemn the atrocities committed by the police and para-military forces and demand the immediate withdra​wal of all police forces from Karinagar, Warangal, Adilabad and Nizamabad districts and there by express their solidarity with the peasant movement in Andhra Pradesh.
Political Notes

GUNBOAT  DIPLOMACY
At the crack of dawn on Octo​ber 25, 1983, 29CO U. S., Naval Marines landed a massive attack on one of the small islands of the West Indies, Grenada. They attacked this small island, 36 kms. long and 19 kms. broad, with a population of just over 1 lakh, by air, sea and land. Paratroopers landed on the Island at night. At dawn, jet fighters bombed the island while the amphibious assault, ship, ‘Guam’, took control of the only functioning airstrip. Yet the U. S. force was met with heavy resistance, chiefly from 600 well-armed Cuban soldiers. Because of this resis​tance the U. S. imperialists in​creased their forces to 6.000 By the 29th, the U.S. armed forces had crushed the Cuban and Grenadian resistance
The present U.S. invasion, the first since the Vietnam War ended, is the direct result of Superpower contention in the Caribbean, in which the people of the Caribbean are being used and exploited to serve the ex​pansionist global interests underlying such contention
Grenada first came in to the hands of the French West India Co., in 1665, then became a British Colony during the British/French wars in 1762. In 1958 Colony joined the short-lived West Indies Fede​ration. ‘Independence’ was granted to Grenada by the British in 1974 when the pro-US despot, Eric Gairy, took over as Prime Minister. This man was overthrown on 13th. March 1979 in a bloodless coup by the 34 year old pro-Cuban leader of the New Jewel Movement, Maurice Bishop, As Cuban influence increased, U, S. economic, and political pressures also increased, Relations with the U. S. came to breaking point in Nov, 1979 when Bishop announced plans to build an international airport (10,000 ft. runway), with Cuban assistance. In May 1980 deputy Prime Minister Bernard Coard, visited Moscow and signed a treaty giving the U.S.S.R. permission to land long-range reconnaissance pla​nes, the TD 95s after the new airport had been completed. U.S. concern deepened when Bishop visited Moscow in July 198 1 and announced that the U.S. S R. had granted Grenada long-term financial credits to construct a land station linked to a Soviet communications satellite.
Nonetheless, in June, Bishop, bowing to U. S. pressure began re - building bridges with Washington. Seeing this turn of events, Cuba instigated the Deputy P, M. Coard, to push Joishop out. On Oct. 13th Bishop was placed under house arrest. On Oct. the 19th. a huge procession marched to Bishop’s house and released him. Then, without any warning, the Army opened fire on the procession and on the same day Bishop and 10 of his to aids were caught and shot dead. The next day, General Hudson Aikstm, a Soviet puppet, seized control and announced on Radio that he was the new leader of a l6-man military junta. Then on Oct 21st. members of the Organization of East Caribbean States (OECS), which Grenada had joined at its foundation in 1981, decided to intervene in Grenada under the terms of the OECS treaty, which provided for joint action against threats to the ‘common security’ of this group of small island states. Barbados, Jamaica and Trinidad, (also U.S. stoo​ges and not OECS members), imposed economic and other sanctions on Grenada’s new regime. On Oct. 24th. Soldiers and armed policemen from Antigua, Dominica, St. Lucia and St. Vincent (OECS mem​bers) were joined by U.S. troops at Barbados for a pre​planned invasion. Finally, on the 25th. Oct. the 2900 U. S. troops together with a nominal 300 troops of the other Caribbean countries invaded Grenada and ousted the new military Government in a blatant act of armed aggression.
This act of armed aggression U. S. Imperialism on a small state shows how desperate and ruthless this superpower has become. Though the reason given for this act of aggression was supposed to be the security of the 1000 American inhabi​tants on the island, that was a flimsy excuse for their real in​tentions, which was to curb growing Soviet influence in the region. Acting as world gen​darme, Reagan openly declared “we are not somewhere else in the world protecting someone else’s interests. We are there protecting our own”. This indeed is the bare truth, out atlas open, whereas hitherto, it was always claimed to be a fight in the interests of demo​cracy.
The act of aggression was condemned by nearly all nati​ons at the U.N. Yet, it is a fact that other imperialist powers do not hesitate to use force when it serves their own selfish purpose, e.g., France in Chad. Furthermore, force is used by the comparatively powerful against the compara​tively weak, even when aggre​ssion by others is condemned, e.g., the Indian Government annexation of Sikkim and its bullying behavior towards its weaker neighbors.
An oft-repeated lesson is to be learnt by the countries of Central America and in fact by all countries of the 3rd. World. Freedom cannot be achieved so long as Superpower influence and interference is sought after. To break loose from this Superpower meddling, the only road is the determination to work for unfettered indepen​dence through consistent stru​ggle against imperialism (inclu​ding Social imperialism) and local reactionaries.
THE OPPOSITION ENCLAVE
...The third   Opposition Con​clave he’d   in Srinagar, from Oct. 6thto 8th, was a grander meeting, comprising 41   oppo​sition- leaders belonging to 16 parties.   TM parties -“attending were the National Conference Telugu Desam, Janata, Con​gress (S), Sanjay Vichar Manch, Janwadi Party, RSP, Forward Block, Muslim League, RPI, and PWP. Also invited were the People’s Conference of Mizoram, the All Party Hill Leaders Conference of Meghalaya and the Sikkim Congress.
In spite of last minute and desperate attempts to get the National Democratic Alliance members (BJP and Lok Dal) to attend, they however, refused. The theme of this con​ference was solely devoted to the question of Centre - State relations.
The final   resolution   took   a firm     stand   on   many    issues associated   with   Centre - State relations and in defense of the Federal structure of India.  The Conclave advocated, constitu​tional   amendments to whittle down emergency powers under Article 357 &. 60 (financial Emergency), and, to make fresh elections normally mandatory within six months of the impo​sition of President’s rule. Also suggested were, the establish​ment of an inter-state Council under Article 263 as a point of reference for all Centre-State relations, the creation of a Cen​tral Communication Council to prevent misuse of official media such as AIR, Doordarshan etc., expansion of the Election Com​mission to a three member body as provided under Article 324 and placing the Governor on a par with   the President in all matters so as to ensure that he is genuinely a   head   of   State rather than a mere agent of the Central Government. Likewise, the Meeting was   of   the   view that the State Legislatures should be supreme within   their   own sphere, that there should be no provision to reserve State legis​lation for   consideration or assent by the President (Articles 200 & 201) and that residuary powers now resting with the Centre under Article 248 and Entry 97 in List 1 of the seventh schedule should revert to the States. It was felt that the President’s powers to legislate with respect to a matter in the State List in the national inte​rest or during a proclamation of Emergency (Articles 249 and 250), should be abolished. Greater State control over officers belonging to all-India cadres while serving in the States was also advocated. Most of those present endorsed Arti​cle 370 of the Constitution, which gives Jammu and Kashmir a special position as long as the State so desires.
These are very positive soun​ding resolutions but can only be won by a   consistent   struggle against the Centre and not by passing resolutions at conferen​ces.     Besides, the credentials of many attending the Confe​rence to make such statements were suspect. For example, Bahuguna and his DSP, Jagjivan Ram and his    Congress (J), most elements of the Congress (S), the Sanjay Vichar Manch and the CPI were the staunchest supporters of the Emergency. The Janata  Party, when  in power took no concrete steps to reduce the power of the Centre and the CPM, while shouting themselves hoarse against Indira Gandhi has on all crucial issues supported the Centre.   The hypocrisy of the entire gathering and their   ina​bility to fight, came out most glaringly on the third day of the Conclave after Indira Gandhi   dissolved the Punjab State Assembly, declared   Pre​sident’s rule and further decla​red the whole of the Punjab a Distributed Area. While on the previous day, leader after leader made eloquent speeches against the powers of the Gover​nors in the State and opposed precisely   such dissolutions of State Assemblies, not one party or leader had the guts to oppose this move by the Centre in the Punjab. After  such   flowery speeches all that the opposition conclave could say was that the imposition of President’s rule cannot solve the Punjab problem and with one voice called on the Government of India to take effective and immediate measures to resolve the political issue and ensure normalcy and peace in the bur​ning State. While condemning the acts of violence, the con​clave leaders appealed to the people of Punjab and the poli​tical parties there to take “active steps for speeding res​toration of peace and amity among “Hindus and Sikhs”.
Today there is a strong national sentiment against the Centre amongst the various nationalities that constitute the multinational Indian State. The opposition parties     are trying to cash in on these sen​timents for electoral gains. The character of all   social demo​cratic and bourgeois parties is to divert the movements of the people on to the constitutional path.   When the people of the North East, Assam and Punjab have been locked in a life and death struggle against the Cen​tre, when the people of Kashmir, Andhra, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, seek to assert their natio​nal identity, the party in power physically suppresses them while the opposition   parties seek to divert these movements into constitutional and peace​ful channels in an attempt to diffuse them and render them impotent.  So, Indira Gandhi declares President’s rule, utilizes the paramilitary and   armed forces and the opposition   hold conferences against her.  If the Resolutions passed at the oppo​sition conclave   are  really to have meaning and to be brought into effect, the people of the country must break loose from the  chains binding them to parliamentary parties and launch a  determined struggle against the Centre.
A. I. C. C (I) SESSION
The two day Congress (I) meet was the first held after a number of years, in an attempt to unify the party more stron​gly around the mother and son leadership. The session was held with tremendous pomp and extensive security. Expenses on just flowers were said to have cost Rs. 1.5 lakh, while the extent of security measures would have made it more econo​mical to hold the session in prison. Anyhow, the two-day session took place on 20th fie 21st October with the usual demagogic slogans and resolu​tions.
The economic resolution outlined the ‘great’ progress the country has made in the last three years since the party took back the regions of power. The resolution reels off a series of lies, half-truths and general statements. It ignores the fact that our  economy since 1980 when the Congress (1) came back to power) has been going through one of its worst crises ever. On the contrary it pictu​res the economy as being exce​ssively sound. It claimed to attach priority to two objecti​ves: relief to the common man and jobs for the unemplo​yed. Relief there has been none and job availability has actually shrunk due to the crisis in in​dustry; and where the textile workers and peasantry have sought to get some ‘relief they have been brutally crushed by the government.
The session was inaugurated by a ‘sensational’ announce​ment of the take-over of 13 textile mills. After crushing the strike of the textile workers in a fascist manner and throw​ing out of work over 75,000 workers it now claims to take over these mills in the interests of the workers. With an eye on the coming elections the Congress (I) is in need of vast sums from industry to push through its -candidates and also a few populist measures. This take over has j created an out​burst from the industrial world who were hoping to make crores by closing their outdated mills and selling the valuable land.... they have now challen​ged this take-over in the courts. Such measures seek to pressurize the industrial world to support the Indira Congress and will also act to concentrate more economic power in the hands of the state.
At the session itself the main theme was to save the nation from disintegration and foreign forces. Indira Gandhi gave a call to all patriotic forces to “unite to face the growing dan​gers all along the borders and the violence and terrorism within the country by elements out to undermine the Centre.” Such demagogy will beat Gobbels, as Indira Gandhi and her party are the most anti-national forces in the country that have been primarily responsible for selling our country to the impe​rialists and for singing the humiliating Indo-Soviet treaty. The IMF loan and this treaty are living examples of the sell out of our ‘national interests’. Besides, in the last three years, our country’s economy has been opened fout the moat to the loot by imperialists (including social imperialists) ever since If47. Also, regarding national integration’, the virus of communalism is being enflamed most by the Congress (I) (together with the RSS), yet at the session, in true Goebbels fashion, it shouted most against communal and regional forces. If this session sought to unite the party, it has miserably failed. Constructed along fascist lines with a demi-god head and no electoral procedures, unity can only be achieved by the iron hand and not by consensus. The Congress has had no organizational elections since 1972, and, five months back Indira Gandhi said that they could not be held as some moneyed people had enrolled bogus members in a bid to capture the party. In other words, it is not likely that elections will even be held while all posts will continue to be nominated, not elected.
Today, the Congress (I) is systematically concentrating more and more economic and political power in the hands of the Centre. For all the opposi​tion noise on Centre-State re​lations, it has blatantly declared President’s rule in the Punjab and is now seeking to remove the little economic indepen​dence of the states by replacing sales tax with excise duty. The chief source of revenue for the state governments is sales tax while excise duty is a Central levy. By replacing sales tax with excise duty the State governments will be totally dependent on doles from the Centre.
Yet, the more the Congress (I) concentrates power in the hands of a smaller and smaller clique, the more the people will be thrown into opposition against it and the more it will get isolated in the eyes of the people.
SUPER POWER RIVALRY AND WAR
In  the last two issues of ‘Vanguard’  (Vol 1: 7 & 8, Sept & Oct.) We Published — A Brief Introduction J.  Era of Imperialism and its five features as propounded by Lenin
II.  Rise of Super Powers
III. The Russian Monster
IV. Redivison of World Markets We continue from Part   ‘IV’ -Editor
Redivision of World Markets
To state it   briefly, during 1980 Russian industrial production amounted to 80% of that of America but its external market was only 30.7% of that of America. In 1980, though Russia ranked second in the world in G. N. P., national income, industrial and agri​cultural output Russia ranked ninth in its external market. Russia has an absolute shor​tage of external market in re​lation to its economic might. This is the key, the surest in​dicator of the voracious appe​tite of social imperialism for
· foreign markets, no matter whether they are in the third world or second world for “the characteristic feature of imperialism is precisely that it strives to annex not only agrarian territories, but even most highly industrialized re​gions.”14 Yesterday it gra​bbed Angola, Ethiopia; today Afghanistan; but these are only appetizers and fall far short of what would gratify its monstrous hunger. They are more strategic military pads than markets.
We should not forget that the capitalist market has already been divided    “so that in the future only re-division is possi​ble i.e. territories can only pass from one ‘owner’ to another instead of passing as ownerless territories to an ‘owner’.15   it follows then, that Russia can acquire any market only at the cost of the U. S. A. & its allies losing it. Can the U.S.A. fur​ther suppress its own appetite as it did in the case of Angola, Ethiopia, Afghanistan etc? Per​haps.  But within limits, which are nearly reached.  To go on conceding, and that too to its archenemy who will gain in strength, would threaten the very existence of U.S. imperia​lism. And U.S. imperialism being what it is will fight tooth & nail to protect its   markets just as social imperialism will fight tooth & nail to seize them.

V             Imperialism Means War:
Facts show that   the   super powers are heading for a war. Who in the world is preach​ing   about   peace   &. disarma​ment   more   than   the   super​powers? None! Who are prepa​ring for war by   arming them​selves   to the   teeth & in fact conducting wars   of aggression & counter-revolution   than the superpowers? ‘None! We have four major sources of informa​tion about world military   expenditures.   (1) United States Arms Control & Disarmament Agency (ACDA);    (2) Interna​tional    Institute   of   Strategic Studies;  (3)  World Military & Social    Expenditure   (WMSE) edited by   Ruth   Leger Sivard; (4)    Stockholm    International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) SIPRI and   WMSE   estimates are more or less the same.

                                                             Table-I 

                                       Military Expenditure of the World.

                                 (In   Billion dollars, 1980 exchange rate.)

Region
1973 to          1977 to        1980           1981
         1982    % in the world 

                    1976             1979                                                                     (1982)   
World
1973.86
1605.85
560.57
578.76
618.74
100.0

U.S.S.R.    486.3

313.7

131.5

133.7

135.5

21. 9

U.S.A.
559.7

413.8

144.0

154.0

169.7

27.4

F. R. G.
99.8

77.3

26.7

27.1

26.9

4.3

U.K.
93.8

71,3

26.7

25.2

27.1

4.4

France
85.9

75.0

26.4

27.0

27.0

4.3

Japan
30.5

27.3

9.78

9.9

10.4

1.7

Rest of 
  World
617.8

557.45
195.57
201.86
222.1

35.9

Source: - Stockholm International Peace Research  Institute (SIPRI), year Book, 1983

ACDA understates its own military expenditure in relation to Russian expenditure in order to please & console its own taxpayers by showing the Rus​sian threat to its ‘National Security”.
SIPRI states, that too in footnotes, that the estimation of Russian expenditure contain “High degree of uncertainly”. Fine! But towards a lesser or greater degree of uncertainly? They don’t state. Take for example, according to SIPRI in 1982 American Military ex​penditure was $ 169.19 billion & the Russian expenditure was $ 135.5 billion. How much actual social product goes into the military system in America? At best between 90 to 100 billion dollars in real worth, because in America the eco​nomy is based on private enter​prise and a good chunk of mili​tary expenditure is eaten away by the private contractors &. entrepreneurs of military equip​ment. And the wages of soldiers & technicians is also higher in the U.S.A. Inflation is more. But in the case of Russia, there are no private contractors & producers of military hardware. It is the state that is the contra​ctor; it is the state that is the producer & it is the state that is the purchaser. The wages of Russian soldiers are also low in comparison. What the Russian top bureaucrats & technocrats eat from the military budget does not amount to even one-tenth of what the private con​tractors 8t producers swallow as profits in the case of the U.S.A. In terms of real value expended for military purposes Russia outstrips America. The SIPRI & WMSE intellectuals know all this but they can’t state the facts simply because they are biased towards private enterprise and the capitalist imperialist system. This is the main reason why these people produce tonnes of books & papers against war & for peace but nowhere, not even in one line, do they state the link bet​ween commodity production, monopoly, imperialism, the rivalry for markets & war. It is nothing but self-deception, however genuine their feelings against war may be.16
We have more solid evidence to prove that in terms of real value Russia has been spending more than America on its mili​tary. As back as on May 4 1978, Brezhnev in his inter​view with the Social Demo​cratic Party of Germany said, “As regards the global corre​lation of forces between the biggest participating powers, i.e. the Soviet Union & the United States, here, as is officially acknowledged by both sides, a rough parity, i: e, balance of strategic for​ces, has taken place”. At the 6th Congress of Trade Unions of the U.S.S.R. on March 21, 1977, Brezhnev further said, “The nuclear potentials of the U. S. S R. & the United states have been generally acknow​ledged as equal”.
This equality & balance of forces between America & Russia is unthinkable unless Russia has been spending more in real terms than the U. S. during the last decade and a half, as the Soviet Union has been, before this, decades behind the U.S. in the development of industry in general & the war industry in particular. The western estimates arc actually far less than the actual on both the sides. Miniaturization of the economy being the characteristic feature of imperialism, the expenditure on armaments through indirect & invisible channels is immense. Take the case of the space research programmes of the superpowers. They tell the world that their intentions are is to take the glories of earth to outer space & bring back glorious things from there to earth. All that is humbug! Their actual main aim is to bombard their opponents from space. According to SIPRI, 1977, accounts, 75% of all satellites launched till the end of 1977 were for military purposes. Since the first satellite launched by the Soviet Union, it has sent 30 manned space vehicles & 900 satellites till 1977. Both the superpowers have developed and biting bombardment systems and a variety of satellites that intercept & destroy enemy forces on land, air and at sea. In 1982 of the 81 satellites launched by the world 69 belonged to Russia, 11 to America & one to China. In the current fiscal year U. S. “military space budget” is $ 8.5 billion. We can imagine how much Russia must be spending on the same.

It is said that the military research, development, test &. evaluation (MRDT&E) expenditure is part of the total RDT & E and also part of the total military expenditure. Thus in the year 1982 the total expenditure on RDT & E of the U.S. was estimated at 77.3 billion dollars of which only 54% goes directly towards MRDT&.E. This is a gross under estimation because many American & Russian cultural & diplomatic personnel actually serve the home department but remain in the pay roll of the cultural & diplomatic depart​ments. Meteorological & Communications satellites serve defense departments yet are categorized as “civil satellites”. Thus the amount that goes towards military use through indirect invisible channels in the name of science, technology & what not is immense.
Since economic science is oriented towards military goals it goes without saying that all other base sciences — biology, physics, chemistry, mathematics, geology, astronomy, sociology in general & psycho​logy in particular are also orien​ted towards military purpose, to a great extent.

Table   II 

Military Expenditure of NATO & WTO in 1980

(in billion dollars)

Region
1973 to 1975
1976 to 1978
1979 to    %in the world 1982        between   1979 to 1982

World

1464.91
1560.57
2312.30
100,00

NATO

719.94
718.43
1057.34
45.72

WTO

391.80
412.38
579.28
25.05

Rest of World
353.17
429.76
675.68
2922

Notes : 1) North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) consists of U.S.A., U.K.,. F.R.G., France, Italy, Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, Luxemburg, Norway, Turkey, Portugal & Greece

In 1982 the U.S. share in the total NATO’s military expenditure was 59.36%.

2) Warsaw Treaty Organization (WTO) consists of U.S.S.R.. G.D.R., Romania, Poland, Czechoslovakia Bulgaria & Hungary^

In 1982, the U.S.S.R.’s share in the total of WTO’-s military expenditure was 91.38%,

Source • S.I .P., R.I. Year Book,  1983.

VI Europe - Focus of Contention
Facts show that the two super powers have concentrated their military might in Europe.
In their contention over Europe, the U S.A. & U.S.S.R. dragged other weaker powers under their wings and are enga​ged in a cutthroat arms race. Between 1973 - 1982 the world spent $ 5337.78 billion in terms of 1980 constant value of dollars (in terms of current dollars it is much more) on armaments, of which NATO spent $2-^95.71 billion & WTO spent $ 1 83 46 billion. NATO & WTO, to​gether, spent 387 ,*7 billion dollars or 72.67% of the world expenditure on armaments.
In 1982 the world military spending reached 700 to 750
Billion dollars. (SIPRI ‘83). What a criminal waste! What callousness!! When half of the world is living in poverty, ignorance, illness and misery, with 600 million unemployed people, 900 million adult illite​rates, 570 million suffering from malnutrition and 1000 million people living below the poverty line, 15 0 million people with​out medical care & 250 million children without schooling. In 1981- the global arms race cost every living human being 110 dollars or a little less than the per capita net domestic product of an Indian. During the same year 35 billion dollars were spent on the military research & development, which is more than the investments in all public funds or research & development on energy, health & agriculture in the world &. six times more than the research & develop​ment in all under developing countries. According to the United Nations Committee of Social Development Report (1983) 11% of the world’s copper, 8% of its lead, 6% of its aluminum, nickel, silver and zinc are used for military purposes18 To this we must add, that at least half of the able & prominent if not the best &. sincere brains & hearts of the world are also put to use to serve the military goals in one way or the other. For all this inhuman & brutal waste we can’t but accuse the two inter​national criminals, the two biggest thugs of the world, namely— U.S. & the U.S.S.R. One can justify cannibalism but not the military designs of the superpowers. Whereas man was, only in the’ anthropological sense, preying upon man then, today in the 20th century when two hands can procure enough food, clothing & shelter for five bellies, the two superpowers are heading for International murder, wasting colossal amounts of natural & human resources & values for the sake of more markets & profits. No man in his proper sense can forgive the murderous evil deeds & war designs of the two superpowers.
VII Merchants of Death
Facts show that the two superpowers are the biggest merchant of death & are the chief cause for the arms race in the third world.
(Licences for outdated weapons) But the soviet Union’s grants are negligible and sales are against payments. According to S1PRI, 1983 report, two thirds of the total arms trade is to the third world. Soviet Union exports 6 % and the U.S. 56% of its total exports of arms to the third world countries. Only 10 countries — — Syria, Libya, Saudi Arabia, India (65%), Egypt, Iraq, Israel,, South Korea, Iran, Vietnam imported 60% of the total third world arms imports in 1982.
Between 1961 & 1978 the two superpowers sold 103.66 billion 1977 constant dollars worth of arms. They together accounted for 7..8% of the total arms trade. During the year 1982, the U.S.A signed arms sales agreements with foreign countries valued at 21.4 billion dollars. In 1981, the Soviet Union profits more from arms sales. It is because the U. S. gives good amount of arms as grants to its running dogs. (It also gives arms production
Third World - Arms Race

The military expenditures of the third world countries was 4% in 1957; 14% in 1976 and in 1982 it rose to 20.28% of the world total (S. I. P. R. I. 1978-‘83).
It is the imperialists in general & the superpowers in particular who are the chief instigators of arms race in the third world.
Firstly it is because the rate of profit in the production of the means of death is more than in the production of means of production & consumption. Hence in America & Russia the

III 

Arms Sales in Billion 1977 Constant Dollars

Region
1961 to        19/2 to1971            1V77
1978
1961 to 1P77
%between 1961/1977

World
27.91

97.31

19.18

144.4

100

U.S.

15.47

36.19

6.23

5789

40.09

U.S.S.R
6.45

32.72

6.60

45.77

31.69

France
0.88

6.13

1.25

8.26

5.72

U.K.
0.71

4.48

1.02

6.21

4.30

F.R. G.
0.64

2.90

0.81

4.35

3.01

Source: Statistical Abstract of U.S.A., 1981.

war industry   became a major branch of industry.    The miniaturization   of    the    American economy can be gauged from the fact that in 1940   America ^pent more in research develop​ment   (R &l D) of   agriculture than   R & D of defense.    But by 1961 the defense department was   spending   on   R & D   45 times more than the department of   agriculture.    And   in   1983 America   is   spending   an esti​mated 62%) of its total Research Development Tests &_ Experi​ment (RDT & E) on   military RDT & E.      In   the   case   of Russia, experts say, that it is either as much as in the case of America or even more   (SIPRI 1983.)    Both the   superpowers are     producing   mountains   of arms every year.    And in these days of fast   developing tech​nology, weapons    are being fast     outdated.     Both     the superpowers have mountains of outdated   weapons.    Who well   swallow    them?      The War   Monster!    If there be peace    amongst   nations the superpowers   can’t sell   their stocks.    This   is    the reason why the superpowers   disturb peace, aggravate     regional tensions and escalate them to war so as to exploit, the third world countries economically, culturally    & diplomatically. Thus in the case of the warring oil producing countries, parti​cularly in the   case of Syria, Iran, Libya, Saudi   Arabia, Iraq &. Egypt half   of their oil revenues    went    back   to the superpowers   through the pur​chase of arms.
Secondly more and importantly, since the second world war, during the so-called “peaceful times”, war between the third world countries has been used as a decisive lever to alter the existing sphere of influence & domination in favor of the superpowers.
Thirdly, the war situation exerts greater influence on poli​tical life. A tense, anxious and alert social atmosphere is created & the mental & emo​tional energies of the masses are diverted from class issues &. interests of the oppressed masses towards reactionary chauvinistic channels. Border-war atmosphere among the third world countries is being used to crush the working class movement, to put the democra​tic personages & political opp​onents in prison, to introduce draconian labor laws to curtail or even suspend civil liberties, to muzzle the press & impose heavy taxes &. levies. In a war atmosphere, an increasing number of shallow persons who are despotic and yet cowardly have been ascending to import​ant social positions particularly in political, military and civilian fields of the third world coun​tries. Such a conspiratorial & despotic counter - revolutionary environment is the best breed​ing ground for finance capital, for finance capital means reaction, counter - revolutionary violence and war, as stated by Lenin.
Almost all the contemporary literature on imperialism is absolutely inadequate & mis​leading as almost all these theoreticians have been ignoring the above three important fac​tors.
When Lenin wrote his work on “Imperialism-The Highest Stage of Capitalism”, the major from of imperialist domination was colonialisation & the major form of plunder was through investment of capital in underdeveloped countries. After the collapse of colonia​lism, the major form of impe​rialist domination has been semi-colonialism & an impor​tant form of plunder is unequal trade - including the sales of arms. The third world coun​tries have been compelled to buy machineries equipment & arms at monopoly prices & to sell primary commodities & semi-manufactured commodities at distress prices. Wars bet​ween the third world countries have been serving as the power​ful lever in the hands of the superpowers to put the third world countries to the yoke of finance capital & to gain new markets & military bases.
Take the concrete case of the Indian sub-continent. During the last 25 years India instigated border wars thrice with Pakistan (Kashmir 1947, Kutch 1965, Kashmir 1965) once with China (1962) and once indulged in a military adventure with East Pakistan - Bangladesh (1971), It is the British foxes who sowed the seeds of these wars & it: is the American & Russian wolves who are reap​ing the fruits. Between 197 3 & 1982 India spent 42.16 billion dollars on defense & Pakistan spent @) 22.68 billion dollars on defense at times when the majority of the people of these countries were denied the basic amenities like drinking water, food, clothing and housing. India’s military expenditure increased from Rs. 281 crores in 1960-‘61 to Rs. 5,300 crores by 1982. We can also see clea​rly the impact of the above said wars & the twists & turns in the foreign policy of the Indian state & pattern of foreign trade between India & the superpowers    on   the   the one hand & the   emergence   of   an obnoxious paramilitary   parlia​ment & a   corrupt & decadent social life on the other. Take any other   region in   the third world - the   Middle East, Far East.      Africa, Central America, South   America. You will see both the super powers are    arming    their    respective sides & fanning the   flames of local conflicts in order to stren​gthen their sphere of influence & domination and weaken their opponents.
14) Lenin “Imperialism - The Highest Stage of Capita​lism”
15) Lenin “Imperialism - the Highest Stage of Capita​lism”.
16) The article “Balance of Soviet - U. S. Power” contains similar mistakes.
17.   W. M. S. E.: 1983; U. N. World Food Council Con​ference Statement^ June, 30,1983.
18) U. N. Commission for Social Development Re​port; Economic Times, 5 March 1983.
(To be continued)
SRI LANKA – 

A MOVEMENT FOR SELF DETERMINATION

On May 18, 1983, in Sri Lanka, elections for 46 seats in local bodies and by-elections for 18 parliamentary seats were held. The Tamil Eelam actively mobilized the people to boycott these polls. As part of their boycott campaign a ruling U.N.P. (United National Party) candidate was killed and his body found with a message....’a death sentence’ — pinned to With this, and other actions, many U.N.P. candidates withdrew and all the candidates of     the      Ceylon      Workers Congress       withdrew their nominations.   The   boycott of elections campaign culminated with 25 Tamil Eelams engaging the    security forces in a   gun battle   at a   polling   booth in Kantharmadan. An       army corporal was shot through the head and another soldier and a policeman injured. Also, several bomb explosions were reported from many parts of Jaffna.  It was   a   near-total   boycott   in North Sri Lanka, unprecedented in the island’s political   life. Ninety - nine   percent   of   the voters in Point Podro, 98% in Valvettiturai, 86% in Jaffna and 85% in Chavakachcheri did not vote.  Overall, only about 8% of the voters in the north cast their votes, compared to the 80% voter turnout in the 1981 district development council elections, and    75% in   the   1979   local elections.   In    these    elections three   TULF    (Tamil   United Liberation Front)got elected.

THE TAMIL TIGERS

The targets of Tiger attacks have been politicians, public officials. ‘Tamil collaborators’ and, more recently, members of the armed forces and policemen. The government, in turn, has armed the security forces with extensive powers  (the Prevention of Terrorism Act, passed m 1979, gives them a free hand) and has used them to detain without trial   and   torture any suspect, in an attempt to crush by force the Tamil Eelam move​ment.   Further, in June, the government, through a public security ordinance, gave    the security forces further powers to dispose   of   the   bodies of People killed in   ‘encounters’, without   conducting   post-mortems. This draconian legislation is similar to that utilized by the Bandaranaike government to crush the JVP revolt in which 197.lt« crush the JVP revolt, in which nearly 20.000 youth were massacred. There was a massive outbreak of anger against the 

June ordinance which led to an increase in terrorist activity with the burning of trains and the gunning down of a number of police and army personnel From such      attacks      and counter attacks in the Northern Tamil dominated   province of Jaffna and   the   northeast, the movement   rapidly   spread    to Colombo, its environ and the central highland. The focus of the attacks have been govern​ment offices and establishments as also houses and trains. In late June the Tigers had carried out one of their most daring raids at Kankesanturai in Jaffna overcoming an army   platoon’ guarding a government cement factory, and making off with army uniforms and a cache of dynamite.   In    retaliation    the army viciously attacked Tamil localities     shooting, arresting and    raping Tamils    indiscri​minately.    In Trincomalee 16 Tamils were killed, 40 injured hundreds of houses burnt down. On   July, 4   the    government arrested Dr. Dharmalingam and Kovai Mahesan, president and secretary of the Tamil  Eelam Liberation Front (a splinter or the  TULF) : an   organization committed to a separate  Tamil Eelam (state). By mid-July the situation     became     extremely tense   and    reached    eruption point when news spread that the army had gone on a rampage raping a number of Tamil girls of a hostel. This was followed by the ambush and killing of 13 army soldiers at Thinnaveli in Jaffna   on the   23rd   of July. Though   it is being   reported that it was this ambush that sparked off the present rioting in Sri Lanka, the truth is that the ambush was nothing but the final result of years of Sinhalese domination compounded, of late, by   excessive    repressive measures    on   Tamils   by   the government.
PRESENT RIOTS
For years the government and opposition have enflamed anti-Tamil sentiments   in a   bid   to win Sinhalese popularity.   The army reacted to the killing of 13 of their   men   with   untold hostility and frenzy. The bodies of the dead were   brought to Colombo on July 24 and their anger was first vented on the president, J. R. Jayawrdene whose car was stoned and not allowed to      approach the cemetery. It was then all that backed by the army, went on a rampage, first, through the Tamil-populated suburb of Borella and then poured down Thimbirigasyaya road attacking any and every Tamil, looting and burning. Next, the fire spread to Tamil areas of Wellawatta, Dehiwala, Bambal-pitiya and KolJupitiyu. The most horrendous killings took place on July 25 and 27 in Colombo’s Welikada prison, when Sinhala prisoners broke into the cells of the Tigers and mercilessly slaughtered 53 of them. All those killed were hard core Tamil Eelam activists, including Mr. Yogachandran and Mr Jagan of the Tamil Liberation Organization; Kovai Mahesan, editor of the Tamil daily, ‘Sudhanthiran’ and Dr.S. Dharmalingan, both of the TELF and Mr. S.A. David and Dr. S. Rajasunderan, both leaders of the Gandhian move​ment.
In the two weeks of rioting that followed, it is estimated that roughly 2,000 Tamils have been killed, and over one lakh thirty thousand rendered homeless with their property looted and houses burnt down and an estimated Rs. 800 crores damage done to business and trading interests. For example, Syntex Mill, employing over 10,000 workers and owned by the Tamilian multi-millionaire, Gnanam, was totally destroyed. id Colombo alone 90,000 Tamils have been placed in refugee camps, a large section of which were middle class and upper class Sri Lankan.
The    rampage    by   Sinhala gangs, backed by the army soon engulfed entire Sri Landy, Nuwara Eliya market area and Matale every Tamil house and shop was systematically looted and burnt. All highway traffic was stopped to check Tamils. Everywhere the Tamils stayed at home during curfew—yet it is only during curfew hours when the mobs had had an open field that maximum violence occurred. Twice the navy personnel who broke their barracks and went on a rampage ravaged Trincomalee. At the end of the fortnight of rioting, most Government offices in Colombo had lost a substantial part of their Tamil staff. Also badly hit were 3 of the islands biggest industrialists; K. Gunaratnam, whose empire included textiles, film distribu​tion and transportation, and A.Y.S. Gnanam, who owns St. Anthony’s Hardwares and the syntex and Aaian cotton mills, and Rajamahendren Maharaja, whose group was one of the largest in Sri Lanka, manu​facturing cosmetics, and trading and distributing a number of imported products. Along with these three, the Hirderamaneis and the Jafferjees, Sindhi and Bohra businessmen who established a strong foothold in the past fifty years, have suffered a total loss estimated at Rs 800 crores (Indian Rupees) and the destruction of these industries let to a loss of 1.5 lakh jobs.
Though egged on by the Government, it is believed that the President himself had lost control over the Army and he had to seek protection of an elite corps or Army personnel loyal to him. The attacks on Tamils were syste​matically organized with the mobs being armed with voters’ lists, and detailed addresses of every Tamil owned shop, house or factory and their attacks were very precise. The Sinhala gangsters and rebellious troops were guided and directed by a group of Sinhala Buddhist fanatics lei by militant Bhikus of the Esath Bhiku Perammunat and also by the Industries Minister, Cyril Mathew, a Buddhist fanatic and power​ful labor union leader who was directly responsible for pin​pointing Tamil owned shops and factories to be destroyed. This Mathew openly defended their violence in Parliament saying, “the Sinhala were fru​strated for years, they were discriminated against. If the Sinhala is a majority race why can’t they be the majority”?
Together with the Sinhala fanaticism, the Jayawardene Govt. came down with a strong hand, crushing by force any form of residence by the Tamils while turning a blind eye to the Sinhala rampage. Military ope​rations against the Tamils were stepped up with tanks being brought on to the streets of Colombo and helicopters flown overhead. Outside Colombo-the Government appointed ten senior military officers and three top bureaucrats to coordinate military and civilian activity in the 13 districts. There has been a massive deployment of troops in the Northern Tamil dominated provinces. Today out of a total Sri Lankan Army of roughly 13,000 troops, half are stationed in the Jaffna pro​vince alone. The Army has been given a totally free hand with the Government clamping mili​tary rule arid a state of Emer​gency in Jafna, Varuniya   and Rannar   districts, using    the Prevention   of Terrorism   Act with impunity.    Also a consti​tutional amendment was passed banning   all   parties   preaching secession.     On   June 3   this year came the most draconian measure of all............Emergency Regulation 15a, which allows the security force to bury or cremate the bodies of people shot by them, without revealing their identities or carrying out inquests.
An    Amnesty    International report released on July 6 details the reign of   terror and repre​ssion let loose by the security forces in the north and east of the   island.     Amnesty   Inter​national points out that the Sri Lankan Prevention of Terrorism Act (1979) is far more draconian than similar acts even in South Africa, allowing for 18 months detention without trial, arbi​trary   arrests, and practically unchecked   powers of torture and interrogation of suspects. On    July 3   the    government banned three parties............the Jan at ha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), which had led the 1971 insurrection, the Nava Sama Samaja Party (NSSP) and the Communist Party (pro-Moscow) Twenty of their top leaders were arrested, but Rohan Wijeveera, leader of the JVP and NSSP leader, Vasudeva Nanayakkara went under​ground.
ROOTS OF TAMIL NATIONALISM
Tamils, constituting    12.6% of the island’s population of 150 lakhs (1981 census), have occupied high positions in the administration and in business during British rule. Today, of these 12.6% Tamils, 18 lakh comprise the original inhabi​tants, known as the Sri Lankan Tamils who live in Jafna, Mannar, Vavuniya, Batticaloa and Mullaitivu, along the island’s northern and eastern coast. The balance of the 8.25 lakh Tamils are what are known as Indian Tamils who have migrated to Sri Lanka from India, only in the course of the last century as plantation and other labor. These Indian Tamils live mostly in the dist​ricts of Colombo, Kalutara, Kandy, Matale, Nywara Eliya, Badulla, Ratnapuraand Kegalle. These Indian Tamils, living chiefly in the central highlands, are divided by caste and other factors from the original Sri Lankan Tamils. The Tamil Tigers and the TULF have their main influence in the north while S.Thondaman of the Ceylon Workers’ Congress, who is a member of the cabinet, leads the Indian Tamils.
Unlike minorities in other countries the majority of Tamils in Sri Lanka are original inhabi​tants of the place. Tamil kings are known to have ruled in the north, and are known to have passed decrees affixing their signature in Tamil. There have been centuries old rivalries, battles and conquests between Tamil kings in the North and Sinhala empires in the South. As late as 1833, Tamils and Sinhalese had well demar​cated areas, and the maps too explicitly show these. Tamil historians claim that the Tamil areas of Sri Lanka were a separate entity until the Dutch ceded them to Britain under the treaty of Amiens in 1802. It was the British who politically unified the island. Tamils say they are the original inhabitants of the island, known in ancient times as Tamiraparuni. Greek scholars like Megasthenes Eratostha and Ptolemy referred to it as Taprobane. According to Tamil researchers, the Sinha​lese are settlers who came from eastern India. The first batch of 700, led by King Vijaya, came to Sri Lanka around 300 BC- Sinhala, they assert, is at dialect derived from Sanskrit and PalL Buddhism was brou​ght to Sri Lanka around 251 BC by Emperor Asoka’s son Mahindra and daughter Sanga-mitra. Sinhalese historians dispute this version and claim that the Sinhalese are the original inhabitants of   the island and that the Tamils, belonging to the Dravidian stock, are settlers who came from Tamilnadu.
Whatever the exact facts may be, it is true that both Tamils and Sinhalese have been inhabi​tants of the Sri  Lankan   island for centuries.    Both therefore have an   equal   right of   existence on the island.    But, ever since    the   departure   of    the British in 194S, there has been a systematic persecution of the Tamils by the Sinhalese govern​ments.     First, in   1948, the Tamils lost their demand for a ‘balanced representation’ in the government.     In    1956, the Mahajan     Ekasath     Permuna (People’s United Front) govern​ment, headed by the late Mr. S.  \V.  R.  D.      Banderanaike enacted the ‘Sinhala only’   Act, which relegated Tamil language to second place.    Tamil, until then, had enjoyed equal status with Sinhala and English under a law passed by the pre-independence state council in   1944. Also, the Tamil national   status was      reduced     by      classifi​cation      according     to      the medium of instruction........ i.e. all those who studied through the Sinhalese medium were classified as Sinhalese popu​lation. By these and other means, the area of Tamil popu​lation had shrunk to just 7,500 sq. miles. Besides, successive Sri Lankan governments have discriminated against Indian Tamils. The Citizenship Act, 1948, stripped Tamils of Indian origin of citizenship rights and reduced Tamil representation in Parliament from 24 to 16. Overnight thousands of Tamils were reduced to stateless citizens. Many years later, two agreements signed between the Sri Lankan and Indian govern​ments in 1964 and 1974 provi​ded for the repatriation 6 lakh Indian Tamils to India with Sri Lanka granting citizenship to the remaining 3.75 lakh. Until February this year only 4-05 lakh of the Indian Tamils had been granted Indian citizen​ship and over a lakh of these still await repatriation. The Sri Lankan government too, has given citizenship to only 1.96 lakhs out of the 3.73 lakh Indian Tamils, till today.
The year 1956 was a water​shed for the Tamils; the UNP government declared that Sinha​lese alone would be the country’s official language. This position was reiterated in the 1972 and 1978 constitutions. The language policy meant a drastic reduction in the intake of Tamils into government service, the largest employer in the organized, modern sector. A report, quoting a trade union of Tamil govt. servant’s statement (called Arasanga Eluthu Sangam) says, that between 1956 and 1970, the percentage of Tamils in the elite administrative service fell from 30% to 5%; in the subor​dinate clerical service from 50% to 5% in the teaching, technical and medical streams from 60% to 10%; in the armed forces from 40%> to 1% and in the lowest categories from 40% to 5%. The percentage of Tamils in the island’s universities had came down from 31% in 1948 to 16% in 1970 and in enginee​ring courses the number of Tamil recruits declined from 40.8% in 1970 to 13.2% in 1975. Also, between 1971 and 1974, 23,000 school teachers were recruited by various government agencies and out of these less than 20CO were Tamils - - - - in the same period 3,000 Tamil teachers retired; and of the 1,40,000 jobs that fell available during the UNP regime, only 1,000 had gone to Tamils.
Growth Of Movement
When the Citizenship Act was passed in 1965 the Tamils, under the leadership of S. J. V. Chelvanayagam, organized a satyagraha in Galle Face, oppo​site parliament house, to protest against the law. The police and Sinhalese fanatics assaulted the satyagrahis, injuring about 300 persons, including Chel​vanayagam. This was the starting of the first anti-Tamil riots in the island. Several Tamils were killed in the riots in the Sinhalese majority area at Galoya. Tamil leaders, meeting at Trincomalee on August 19, 1956, launched the federal party to press the demand for a new constitution based on the federation principle and the establishment of one or more Tamil states incorporating contiguous areas in which the Tami-speaking people were in a majority. The party wanted the proposed Tamil states to enjoy the widest autonomy and residuary powers consistent with Ceylon’s unity and external security.
On July 26, 1957, Mr. Bandaranaiki concluded an agreement with Chelvanayagam, which met many of Tamil demands, short of a federal set-up. It provided for recog​nition of Tamil as the language of the national minority, the formation of regional councils for Tamil areas and the revision of the “Citizenship Act to grant citizenship to Tamils of Indian origin. The agreement proved to be a non-starter as the Buddhist clergy rose against it. The present President, J. R. Jayewardene, then an opposi​tion leader organized a march to Kandy to mobilize public opinion against the agreement. As riots broke out the march was cut short. Bowing to the pressure from the clergy and the Sinhalese majority, Bandarnaike scrapped the agreement. On Sept. 25, 1959, a Sinhalese fanatic in monk’s garb assassinated Bandarnaike.
Tamils started painting “Sri’ in Tamil on the number plates of motor cars when vehicle owners were required by law in 1958 to paint “Sri” in Sinhala only. This led to another round of riots. In 1965 the Prime Minister, Dudley Senanayke, and Chelvanayagam signed an agreement, which permitted the limited official use of Tamil. A bill to give effect to it was passed in 1966. But the law retrained a dead letter. The Sirimavo Bandaranaike government abrogated it.
The constitution proclaimed on May 22, 1972, made Ceylon a republic and Tamil felt they were being reduced to second-class citizens. Under the consti​tution Buddhism became the state religion and Sinhala the sole official language. Eight days before the constitution came into force various Tamil parties joined together and formed the Tamil United Front to protect the rights of Tamils. In January 1974, the police attacked and broke up the fourth international Tamil conference at Jaffna. It was then that the Tamil leaders began re-thinking on the issue of co-existence with the Sinhalese majority. A radical organization, under the banner of ‘Liberation Tigers’ became active around this time. This organization was banned four years ago.
In fact, it was in 1970 when the ‘Standardization Act’ was passed that really hit the Tamil hard. This act was designed to drastically reduce the number of Tamils getting into univer​sities. Selection was made on the basis of race and not merit. Only 10% of the feats in the universities were available for Tamils, and the rules further required that the Tamils should score 25% more marks than the Sinhalese students. Further, the Standardization demanded that Tamils should learn Sinhal language up to Std. X to be eligible for government jobs, whereas the Sinhalese need not learn Tamil. All this led to the formation of ‘Manavar Peravai’ (Student Federation) in 1972 in Jaffna, which demanded a separate Tamil State. Then, a ‘youth Federation’ (Ilaignar Peravai) was formed in 1974 to fight for a separate State through non​violence. The members of the organization, however, found that non-violence will not achieve the desired results. Hence the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam was born in 1974 to fight for a separate State through armed struggle.
On May 22, 1975, Chelvana​yagam proclaimed the objective of a separate Tamil Eelam state comprising six northern and northeastern districts. He declared that it was the inalien​able right of the Tamil people, to have freedom and to enjoy the fruits of their   toil and “if any other government deprives the people of their rights, they have the further   right to   alter abolish if.    He   charged   the successive   Sinhalese majority governments with depriving the people not only of their free​dom, but also opportunities of employment, education, econo​mic development and    cultural progress.      He     added,     “we believe that   the Tamil people are left with no other means of survival but the   restoration of the Tamil state”.   The Tamil United Front, rechristened the Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF), contested   the, 1977 election   on the   Eelam   slogan and won 18 out of the 19 seats it contested, emerging    as the main opposition in Parliament. August 1977 witnessed a major anti-Tamil riot, which left more than 300 dead.    Jayewardene, the   new   president, initiated talks with A.   Amirthalingam on       whom      the TULF mantle fell after the death of Chelvanayagam.      Amirthalin​gam, who believed in   peaceful and      constitutional means, declared that the demand for a separate   state was negotiable. Thus there grew a clear line of demarcation       between       the methods of the TULF and those of the Timal Tigers.
TAMIL MILITANCY
On July 12, 1979, a State of Emergency was declared in Jaffna district, with a directive from the President to Brigadier Weeratunga “to exterminate the terrorists”. Since then the northern province has been under ‘an army of occupation’ where terror tactics and the ruthless decimation of Tamil youth has been in operation to flush out the ‘Eelam Tigers’. As   soon as    Emergency was clamped   several Tamil youth were seized from their homes on the nights of July 13 and 14, never to return again. Today, the numbers of those who have disappeared in a similar fashion have reached gigantic proportions. In the past few months the oppression has increased enormously and Tamil militancy has risen in proportion.
The great fire of Jaffna caused by arson, and the havoc caused by the armed forces from May 31 to June 6, 1981 showed to what extent the authorities and hoodlums would go. The destruction of the public library, one of the finest collections of Tamil books and manuscripts in the world and a haven of research scholars, caused shock to Tamils all over the world. But the situation took a turn this April following the escape of T. Mahesivaran, Tamil detenu, from the pahgoda army camp. In the early hours of the same day three big explosions shook the Jafna Secretariat building and left the army and police demoralized. On April 5, students and peasants took out the announced three-day long march. The police and the army attacked this procession. In protest Jafna observed a bandh for the next two days. From then on inci​dents multiplied with a bomb explosion that damaged the high court building, attacks on banks and on army personnel. The attacks were designed to demoralize the armed forces. 
The army presence was ex​panded following the shooting of the UNP supporters during the recent local body elections.
The Liberation Tigers of ‘Tamil Eelam (Prabhakaran group) distributed leaflets on May 4, taking responsibility for the killings and calling on the people to boycott the local polls. The TULF participated in these elections. The enor​mous success of the boycott makes it obvious that the TULF’s popularity has shifted to the Liberation Tigers who function secretly and use guerilla methods of attack.
The role of TULF and its general secretary, Appa Pillai Amirthalinyam, as anti Tamil, compromising and even suspect has led to the further growth in popularity of the Tigers. The Tigers hate Amirthalingam, who has very close connections with the Indian and Tamilnadu govern​ments. They accuse him of being, in essence, against the demand for Tamil Eelam. The TULF leaders have also been accused of diverting the movement and have even gone to the extent of planning and executing the assignation of the Tigers. Besides, Amirthalingam has openly admitted that the TULF has, for many years, not led any mass movement and has stated that he is willing to compromise the demand for Tamil Eelam for “associate sovereignty, or like the solu​tion evolved in Cyprus, Que​bec, etc. He adds further that, “the solution will evolve only while negotiating in which India will play a major role”.
Yet, the Tigers themselves are only one of the seven groups fighting for Tamil Eelam. They are known as the Libera​tion Tigers of Tamil«|Eelam (LTTB), and is led by one Prabhakaran, who is reported to be in India. Some of the other major groups are: the People’s Liberation Organization of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE), whose leader, Urna Maheswaran, was released in July ‘83 from Madras Central Jail on conditional bail; the Tamil Liberation Organization and the Tamil Eelam Liberation Front (TELF), both of whose organization’s leaders were killed in the recent massacre in the Walikade prison. Though some of these organizations have some leaning towards Marxism, none of these are organized along proletarian lines. Yet, they strongly represent the national aspirations of the Tamils of Sri Lanka and seek to achieve these through armed struggle. While the Lanka government is ruthlessly butchering members of these organizations, the leaders of the TULF are not even arrested and are freely allowed to travel to and from India.
Indian Expansionism
The Indian government seeks to fish in troubled waters. As in Bangla Desh, the Indian ruling classes seek to satiate its own interests in the subcontinent through a policy of expansionism. It could not care for the Tamils of Sri Lanka, it is merely interested in increasing its spheres of interest in the Indian sub -continent. The A1DMK and Congress (I) are shouting hoarse about the freedom of Sri Lankan Tamils while at the same time ruthlessly suppressing the struggling Tamil people in Tamilnadu. The AIDMK govt., with the backing of the centre has ruthlessly butchered and inhumanly tortured hun​dreds of ‘naxalites’ and, as in the districts of North Sri Lanka, so also in north Tamil​nadu there is fascist rule reig​ning in the districts of Dharmapuri and North Arcot. The Tamilnadu Govt, has invoked the draconian 124-A section, gagged the press, arrested and tortured hundreds of youth, killed activists in fake encoun​ters, massacred in cold blood roughly 50 people at Uthangarai, and yet they pretend to weep for the plight of the Tamils of Sri Lanka. The emperor of Tamilnadu and Empress of India, do not care for their own subjects (let alone those of other countries) but are merely interested in extending their empire by car​ving out territories for them​selves. The maniacal DIG of police, Devaram, of Tamilnadu is no different from the mania​cal Sinhala army officers of Sri Lanka.
The Indian government, while supposedly supporting the Tamils of Sri Lanka, have ruthlessly suppressed and drow​ned in blood similar move​ments in Assam and the North East. The methods used in both the countries were much the same: whipping up com​munal frenzy combined with military operations. Hundreds more have lost their lives in each state of Assam, Nagaland and Manipur than in the entire country of Sri Lanka. The governments of both countries have crushed by force the national aspirations of a section of their people.
Besides, the central govt. and the AIDMK have been pam​pering and building up that arch betrayer of the Sri Lankan Tamil people’s cause, Amrithalingam, as the savior of their people. In Madras, this ’gentleman’ gets VIP treatment and moves around with armed escorts provided by the state government. Unfortunately some of the Tamil Tigers too live under the illusion that the Indian govt. can act as some sort of saviors of the Sri Lankan Tamil people and hope for their help. The reality is that the Indian government is the most reactionary force in the Indian sub-continent, and if at all it lends support to the Sri Lankan Tamil movement, it will do so only in order to use the Sri Lankan Tamils as cannon fodder to serve its expansionist interests.
Collapsing Sri Lankan Economy
Sri Lanka, for many years-now, has been an IMF model, with its entire economic policies being worked out under World Bank and IMF direction. Sri Lanka has basically an open door policy for the imperia​lists to loot their country of their raw materials (chiefly tear rubber, coffee and spices) and use it as a market for their finished goods. This has resul​ted in chaotic conditions, with the economy riddled with deficit financing, massive inflation, continuing unemployment and a stagnating industry. It was in this general atmosphere of frustration that the armed upri​sing of the youth (led by the JVP) took place in 1971, which was ruthlessly crushed by the then Bandarnaike govt. with the help of the Indian armed forces.
Even before the present out​burst, Sri Lanka’s economy was in an acute crisis with both internal and external accounts showing huge deficits. The UNP govt. has recently increa​sed prices, hiked tax rates and slashed subsidies. Sri Lanka’s heavy oil import bill consumes nearly half its export earnings., But while exports have been stagnating, imports increased by 14% over the last year. This led to Sri Lanka having the highest ever-recorded deficit of Rs. 3,120 crores. An economy thus geared to imperialist inte​rests has resulted in a continu​ing devaluation of the Sri Lankan rupee. In 1977 there was an effective devaluation of 45% when the value of the rupee dropped overnight from Rs. 15.5 to the pound to Rs.29
Today it stands at Rs. 36 to the pound, which means a further devaluation of 24%. Today, Sri Lanka is reeling under an inflation rate of 35% ; a budget deficit that will amount to Rs. 936 crores (23.4 billion Sri Lankan rupees); a trade deficit of Rs. 840 crores and unemployment that will reach an all time high of five lakhs Besides, this year, Sri Lank, has been stricken by a bad famine.
Over and above this, the pre​sent destruction will create further havoc in the Sri Lankan economy. Prior to the riots the Tamils are said to have contro​lled 80% of the retail trade in Colombo, 60% of the wholesale trade and 40% of the real estate. Much of this business and wealth has been destroyed. Nearly one hundred industrial units have been destroyed. Both industrial and agricultural pro​duction will fall sharply this year and tea production (the biggest industry) which dropped 10% in 1982 over the previous year’s production will register a further fall this year as the no​ting badly hits the Indian Tamil plantation workers. The amount required for just reconstruction and rehabilitation is estimated at roughly Rs.403 crores.
Conclusion :

There has been a systematic policy of the Sri Lankan govt., from the start, to suppress the national sentiments of the Tamil people of this island, Also, after the 1971 uprising and the continuing crisis in the Sri Lankan economy, the Sri Lan​kan govt. has consciously whi​pped up Sinhalese chauvinist sentiments to divert the attention of the people from the economic problems they face. This has, in effect, deprived Tamils in Sri Lanka of all rights and opportunities. They have been reduced to second-class citizens in their own land. The Tamil people have now risen in revolt to assert their right to their national identity. The Sri Lanka govt. has moved to crush this right by armed force. The Tamils are now resisting through armed struggle. All nations have the right to &elf-determination including secession. So the demand of the Tamils of Sri Lanka for a Tamil Eleam is a just demand. As Lenin has said that “the proletariat must struggle against the enforced retention of opp​ressed nations within the bounds of the given state, which means that they must fight for the right to self-determination. The proletariat must demand freedom of political separation for the colonies and nations oppressed by ‘their own’ nation”.
In this era of imperialism and social revolution move​ments for national self-deter​mination must be part of the New Democratic revolution. This will only be possible if the proletariat participates in these struggles and, in fact, leads it. Very often, as in Sri Lanka or Assam, the movement may be led by non-proletarian elements, and so together with the demands associated with national self-determination may be, included a few reactionary demands. But this will be ine​vitable if the proletariat (is not in the leadership; in such cir​cumstances it is necessary for the proletariat to intervene and
advance the movement along correct lines, Lenin had poin​ted out that “the fact that the struggle for national liberation against one imperialist power may, under certain conditions, be ”utilized by another ‘great’ power for its own, equally imperialist aims, is just as un​likely to make the Social-De​mocrats refuse to recognize the right of nations to self-deter​mination as the numerous cases of bourgeois utilization of re​publican slogans for the pur​pose of political deception and financial blunder”.
While    supporting   the just struggle of the Tamil people in Sri  Lanka    we   must strongly oppose any   form   of interference by the reactionary Indian govt. and oppose its   interven​tion........ military or otherwise.
For, even if a   new   State   were formed under the hegemony of the Indian ruling classes it will be as oppressive as the   present one in Sri Lanka.   Besides, any genuine     national      liberation movement    can   only advance towards success by   relying   on its own people and not   that of a foreign power ........   be   it   a neighboring     or     any super​power.
The struggle of the Sri Lan​kan Tamil people is a just stru​ggle, and, as long as they rely on their own strength, no force on earth can crush them. With military rule all around, the Tigers, last month, broke into a top security jail and released over 200 of their comrade. The battle continues.
Political Notes

EMERGENCY   DECLARED   IN   PUNJAB

On 6, October 1983, the Central Government has declared a State of Emergency in Punjab. Using the pretext of the latest killing of eight people, the Centre has imposed Presid​ent’s rule in the name of resto​ring communal harmony. This is the same fascist, Hitlerian logic of the ruling classes throu​ghout the world.... instigate com​munal conflict and clamp Emergency in the name of controlling it. Its well known that the bigge​st organizers of Hindu communalism in Punjab are none other than the Congress (I) itself. And then All India (or Indira?) Radio broadcasts that the Congress (I) high command has called on Party workers to work for ‘peace’.
The reality is that the increa​sing attacks of a section of the Akalis on the police force, has sent a shiver down the spine of the entire ruling classes. These police officers who have been responsible for perpetrating the worst possible atrocities on Akali youth (from ‘encounter’ killings to the most inhuman tortures) are now getting paid back in the same tone. As in Assam, the ruling Party has sought to divert the attention of the people, first through communal frenzy and now by clamping fascist rule on the State.
Large contingents of C. R. P. and B.S.F. have been rushed to the State and the Punjab and Chandigarh administrations have been empowered to declare any area as a disturbed area under two ordinances promul​gated by the President. Through these extraordinary powers have been handed over to the police and   other      ‘peace - keeping’ forces.    Now, any    magistrate or sub - inspector or havaldar (in the case of the armed police) is empowered    to   shoot   any person who is acting in contra​vention     to    the    prohibitory orders in force........ “the police can also destroy structures used as training camps for armed volunteers or used as a hide-out by armed gangs or absconders who are wanted for any offence”. Besides, the Himachal Pradesh chief minister has increased patrolling on the bor​ders with Punjab to help the centre flush out the so-called extremists.
Indira Gandhi, who has been waxing eloquent about demo​cracy all over the world, comes back and clamps fascist rule in Punjab.    She, who weeps in support   of     the     democratic movement in Pakistan, ruthless​ly suppresses the slightest oppo​sition to her rule.    And, this fascist onslaught on the people of Punjab is being supported by the entire spectrum of parlia​mentary parties from the CPM to   the   BJP.     They   have   all hailed the ruthless measures of Indira   Gandhi.      This   shows beyond   a   measure   of   doubt that the Congress (I) and the opposition parties are nothing but   two    sides   of   the   same coin........  agents of the   ruling classes; the defenders of exploitation and enemies of the people. Their anti Congress (1) slogan-mongering is sham and a hoax. They are prostitutes who will sell their body and soul for a few crumbs. It is only the peoples’ struggle that can fight this fascist onslaught of the govt. by enhancing the level of struggle and consisten​tly exposing the sham opposi​tion for what they really are!!
The people of Punjab have not taken this action of the Centre, passively. The government has arrested 4,055 persons and another 506 under the Arms Act, 91 people have been declared criminals, ten people have been killed in staged encounters, and 24 arrested under NSA. Besides, the centre has sought to give the entire agitation a communal turn, bypassing the Akali’s just demands and whipping up communal passions of both Hindus and Sikhs. But, the people of Punjab have not kept quiet and have retaliated. Since the declaration of President’s rule, 17 rifles, 14 revolvers, 167 pistols, 27 guns, 932 cartridges and one grenade have been seized.

Besides, the Central   government is seeking   to   utilize the Punjab    issue to whip up an anti - Pakistan hysteria in preparation for   an   all   out war against   Pakistan.    The     state government     has     supposedly arrested   10 persons suspected to   be   ‘Pakistan   agents’.   The so-called Pakistan hand is being seen by the centre in  Kashmir, Punjab and is being used as an excuse by the central   government to purchase vast quantities of arms. A war   with   Pakistan will be ruinous to   the    Indian economy    and   Indian people, but will help the ruling   classes in India   consolidate its power through the declaration of an External     Emergency.     There is need to expose these nefarious design, of the   Indian   ruling classes and for the Punjab people   to enhance   their   struggle against     the   Centre    without falling into the communal trap.

DELHI CONFERENCE OF AILHC5

A MOMENTOUS EVENT OF REVOLUTIONARY SIGNIFICANCE

The first inaugural conference of the A. 11 India League for Revolutionary Culture (AILRC) was held for two days from 14 to 15th October at New Delhi. It was a momentous event of revo​lutionary significance. At a time when the«* revolutionary struggles raging in several parts of the country are still groping for a unified leader​ship of the proletariat, the struggles for a revolutionary culture in different regions, which are the off-spring of these revolutionary stru​ggles, came forward to forge a common platform of action for a concerted revo​lutionary effort in the field of letters and culture throu​ghout the country. This is a welcome and heartening deve​lopment. In that view this is naturally a momentous and significant event.
The two-day conference began with the unfurling   of the   red flag on the morning of the 14th by Com   Paresh Dhar of West Bengal   a veteran comrade fn the field of people’s   culture, who has   steadfastly   continued his activities in the sphere of culture ever since the   Indian   Peoples Theatre days of the 1940’s. As the red flag went up in the sky, West Bengal comrade sang the Bengali version of the song “We are toilers, We are communists” composed originally In Telugu by   the revolutionary     singer-poet - martyr, Panigrahi Subba Rao.   The comrades   of A. P. Jana Natya Mandali   (J. N. M.) sang   in   Telugu       “Red    flag.... .... Red     flag”  (Erra Janda
Erra Janda Enniyalo). Soon after, Com. Syamala Cherabandarajupaid floral homage at the martyrs column. The entire gathering observed a silence and latter raised full-throated slogans, in several languages paying homage to martyrs and pledging to rededicate themselves to their noble cause. Then Tamil, Bengali and Telugu songs were sung in memory of the martyrs. The conference venue, (Pyarelal Bhavan, near LT.O.) was named after Corn. Sri Sri. Then the gathering moved into the delegates hail named after Com. Saroj Dutta, for the inaugural session. Nearly 450people attended this session. The meeting commenced with a Telugu song - “The red flag with sickle and hammer is high in the sky like a bright sun ”(Suthi Kodavali guruthuga vunnaerrant janda yegaruthunnadi)Com. K.V.R., Secretary of the Organizing Committee, presided. Com. Tankashala Ashok of Delhi, Secretary of the Conference Reception Committee, welcomed the delegates, observers and others. Com. K.V.R. spoke condoling the sudden death of Shri Sarveshwar

Dayal Saxersa who was Chairman of the Reception Committee and who had strived for the success of the Conference Com. Gorakh Pandey, a reputed Hindi poet of Uttar Pradesh spoke in detail about Shri

Saxena’s role as a journalist and playwright in propagating democratic views and fighting for them. He introduced to the audience how Saxena had decried the Emergency and how he had commended Com. Chera-bandaraju’s
revolutionary poetry to Hindi readers. Then       Com.    Gurucharan Singh of Punjab delivered the inaugural address and declared the Conference open. A veteran comrade in the field of culture and a playwright of repute. Com. Gurucharan Singh gave a very inspiring and befitting start t« the Conference. Detai​ling his own experiences, he urged the writers and artists, especially the younger genera​tion, to uphold the culture of the oppressed masses and relentlessly fight against feudal and imperialist culture. He strongly urged them to imbibe the people’s art forms and their language to penetrate among them and to integrate with them, which is the only way to foster real people’s culture. His speech in Hindi was very well received by all Several messages of good wishes and solidarity were received from reknowned personages in several walks of fife, from all. over the country. Many persons of repute in their fields and specific known for their demo​cratic leanings expressed soli​darity with the A.I.L.R.C.
After the inaugural address, Com. KVR presented the Conveners repent. In this detailed report, the entire historical background and the efforts that preceded the formation of the AILRC, especially those of the A.P. Revolutionary Writers Association (APRWA) ever since its birth in 1970 and the nume​rous visits of fraternal delegates of several regions to the A.P.R.W.A. conferences year after year were recounted. The ideological and other tribu​lations encountered in the Democratic Revolution and our Tasks” The keynote paper on behalf of APRWA was read out by Com. CSR Prasad and a lively discussion ensued. The tasks in the cultural front in the light of Marxism – Leninism - Mao thought and the necessity of a United front in cultural field were stressed and discussed at length. 
.
..
Afterwards the delegates discussed and adopted the constitution of AILRC and elected the National Executive. Com. KVR was elected as General Secretary and Coms. Basant Chattopadhyaya and Ashwin Tambat were elected as it Secretaries. Com. Prasad became the Treasurer. Another eleven members representing different states were elected to the National Executive Committee. 

The AILRC decided to bring a journal “Spark” and elected an editorial Board with Com. Tankashala Ashok as the Chief Editor and Com. Arun and the Gen. Secretary as members.

The delegate session the adopted several resolutions condoling the death of Maha Kavi Sri Sri and Sarweshwar Dayal Saxena, expressing solidarity with the peasant struggles in Andhra, Bihar and other parts of the country and condemning the repression on them. Resolutions on many more subjects such as the demolition of hut​ments in Bombay, repression on Sikhs in Punjab, massacre of Tamils in Sri Lanka, floods in Andhra etc were also passed.
At the end of the second day’s deliberations another cultural performance was held which included a play depicting the life and struggle of Gonds, (an adivasi tribe of Adilabad), “Ragal Jhanda” (Red Flag), performed by the APJNM was a highlight of the second day. Numerous play lets and songs by other troupes enthralled the audience.
Throughout the conference, there were two exhibitions — the first, named, after Com. Chitto Prasad (W.B.) exhibited paintings, and posters depicting, in the main, the Naxalbari, Srikakulam and Karimnagar— Adilabad peasant struggles and showing the martyrs of these struggles, while the second was a book exhibition named after the late Sarweshwar Dayal Saxena exhibiting books and periodicals in various Indian languages published in the post Naxalbari period.

The   two - day instilled a  spirit in all the participants. An urge for unity and to advance concerted revolutionary activity was very much evident through out. The message of New Democratic Revolution has made its impact and concretely speaking, the sense of dedication to revolution and steadfast solidarity with the ongoing struggles was conspicuously seen with   all participants.    One   can feel sure that a spirit and upsurge of revolutionary cultural activity on   a national scale is round the corner.
Let us cherish the hope that the AILRC will live up to its momentous first conference at Delhi and herald in a rich spring of revolutionary culture.
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